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Berkshire Choral  
International 
with the Asheville  
Symphony 
Berkshire Choral International  (BCI), a non-profit educational 

organization that provides amateur singers with professional-

level choral immersion experiences, will soon be bringing a 

chorus to Asheville for the first time in its history. 

One hundred and forty singers from across the U.S. 

and the world will arrive in Asheville in early June and 

spend a week at UNC Asheville 

rehearsing for their concert. 

Conductor Erin Freeman will 

lead the chorus. 

The chorus will be performing 

Mozart’s Great Mass in C minor 

and Mozart opera choruses. 

The BCI chorus will be 

accompanied by the Asheville 

Symphony Orchestra and the 

performance will be at First 

Baptist Church of Asheville. The 

open-seating concert begins 

at 7:30pm on Saturday, June 10.

Conductor Erin Freeman
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	 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

	 Watch For The New  
	 Website by Mary Kirby, President

As we have just concluded our 2016-2017 season, I invite you to join me in 
looking to the future. 

Later this summer, we will launch the Guild website, ashevillesymphonyguild.org. 
This is a new and exciting event for all of us, as we will have a more effective way 
of communicating what’s happening with the Guild to members and also to a 
much wider audience.

In creating the site, we have pulled together all of the Guild information into 
one place and we offer you options in how to join us, register for our events and 
keep up with what’s happening. 

Let me tell you what the website will contain:

•	 Our Home Page states our mission and presents a brief history of the founding 
of the Guild.

•	 The Music Education section will outline our Music in the Schools Program, 
talk about how we support the Youth Orchestras and will invite readers to join 
our Music Ambassadors Program.

•	 Musical Feasts is where you can read about the upcoming season’s feasts. 
Once you decide what sounds interesting to you, you can register and pay 
for your feasts online by credit card, or if you prefer, you can use the paper 
registration form available in the Musical Feast booklet when it arrives. All 
Musical Feast information will be available in August and, if there are changes, 
they will be updated online.

•	 We will feature a calendar with all upcoming events scheduled by month or you 
can view those events as a listing. You can print off either format for your use. 
Events listed will include Masterworks Concerts, Symphony Talks, Musical Feasts, 
Thursday Guild Programs and Behind the Notes presented by Chip Kaufman. 

•	 New Guild members can join and complete their registration online, paying 
by credit card, or they may print off a registration form and mail it in with their 
check. Guild members will be able to renew their membership next year in 
the same way.

•	 Our Libretto membership directory, listing contact information for all members, 
will now only be available online. This information will be secure due to the user 
name and password each member must create. This directory will be updated 
continuously as new members join and contact information changes.

•	 Our High Notes newsletter will also be available online so you can see 
what’s happening with the Guild’s activities and programs. You will have the 
capability of printing and reading any or all of the pages of High Notes when 
they are posted on the site. Please note that the June 2017 High Notes will 
be the last one which will be printed and mailed to you. 

Our desire is to communicate more effectively and efficiently, spending our 
valuable time and money on supporting Guild activities and programs. My 
hope is that you will agree, embrace the new website and offer suggestions to 
make it a truly wonderful tool.



The Guild is counting on you to renew your annual 
membership for 2017-18*. Your $60 per household dues 
help us support the Asheville Symphony Orchestra, sponsor 
music education in area schools and offer you a variety of fun 
social events throughout the season. Remember: Without 
you, there is no us!

Cut out the form below and mail it today with your $60 dues 
payment. The deadline for renewal is June 15. Thank you!

*Note:  Anyone who joined the Guild or renewed their dues after 
March 1, 2017 does not need to renew again until June 15, 2018.

 RENEWAL         NEW MEMBER

___________________________________________________________
Name(s)

___________________________________________________________
Address

_____________________________    __________    _________________
City                                                                State                  Zip Code

___________________________    _______________________________
Phone                                                      Email

 Visa      MasterCard      Discover      American Express

____________________________________________________________
Name On Card

__________________    ________________________________________
Amount                               Card Number

__________________    ___________________    ___________________
CVV                                      Exp Month/Year                    Billing Zip Code

2 0 1 7 - 1 8  A S O  G U I L D  M E M B E R S H I P  R E N E WA L

$

Pay $60 per household dues by check, cash or credit/debit card.

It’s Spring… and Time to Renew Your Membership 
by Karen Keeler Rogers, Membership Committee Chair   

Guild Annual Luncheon



A Big Year, A Big Thank You 
by Betty Paine, Chair of Music In Education

TO: Dedicated Committee Members who organized and 
facilitated the annual Music in the Schools programs for 27 
elementary public schools for students in grades 2-4. 

TO: The Generosity of Guild Members who helped not only 
to reach our Pass the Hat $10,000 goal but exceed it, covering costs 
for the full Music in the Schools program.

TO: The 65 Members who Became Guild Ambassadors 
providing assistance in numerous ways for many Guild and 
Symphony activities. These included helping with the Spotlight on 
Youth concerto competition, Youth Orchestra auditions, ushering 
at Young musician concerts and being a welcoming visible presence 
during the Amadeus Festival.

You are invited to join the Ambassadors, it’s easy, fun, and 
a great way to get to know your fellow Guild members. 
Participating just one time for 2-4 hours makes you an 
Ambassador. It’s all about spreading the responsibilities into 
small time frames so everyone feels a real part of our great 
Guild organization.

GUILD POTLUCK
Governor’s Western Residence
AUGUST 23, 6:00 PM

MUSIC IN THE GARDEN
A Fund Raiser for Youth Activities at B.B. Barns Nursery 
SEPTEMBER 10 , 2:00–5:00 PM, $20

Join us for cider, cookies and music by talented young 
musicians. Plus a 20% discount on all items in the 
nursery and gift shop.

DANIEL’S LAST MASTERWORKS CONCERT 
SEPTEMBER 24, 4:00 PM 

Help us expand the Maestro’s Legacy. Annual PASS 
THE HAT at Intermission for Music in the Schools. (Note 
the earlier time frame for this annual fund raising event)

Save These Dates (WATCH FOR 
UPDATES)



Musical Feast Committee Members

It Takes A Village 
by Betty Fox, Chair Musical Feast Committee

It takes a village to plan and host a season of successful musical feasts:  hosts who open their homes or favorite 

places and provide fabulous food and drink; musicians who entertain us; committee members who provide 

creative ideas and planning expertise; and supporters who attend the events.  We want to take this opportunity to 

recognize our village of contributors and to thank them for their generosity in support of the Asheville Symphony.

Susan & Howard Arnold
Anne Babcock
Diana & George Bilbrey
Anne & Dave Bottomy
Nancy & Buck Bragg
Beverly & Chuck Briedis
Melinda Farr Brown
Rosemary & Fabrizio Chiariello
Elizabeth & Rick Devereaux
Lou Dwarshuis &  
Marilyn Kolton
Nancy & Ron Edgerton
Susan & Carl Eisdorfer

Virginia & Mike Erwin
Jane & Ed Eudy
Bolling Farmer
Ardel Forehand
Betty Fox
Jasmin & Peter Gentling
Babs & Ned Guardenier
Gayle & Roger Hanley
Beth Hunt
Kitty & Bill Hunt
Mary & Randall Johnson
Mary & Jim Kirby
Pam & David Lane

Meghan & Jake Lavender
Liz Lesesne
Sally Lesesne
Betsy Loughran
Diane & John Martin
Lynn Matheson
Metro Wines
Betsie & Les Meyer
Sheila & Dennis Murphy
The Nature Center
Ellen & Dave Nutter
Katie & Phil Osborne
Betty Paine

Joanne & Tom Parker
Deb Patterson 
Terry Peters
Myra Ramsey
Barbara Rice
Kathy & Bob Riddle
Carole & Bill Roskind
Fran Sandfort
Linda & Fil Sarubbi
BA & Gary Schenk
Ilona & Michael Sena
Jerry Reed Smith
Yvonne & Jack Smith

Irene & Michael Stoll
Bonnie & Maurice Stone
Togar Rugs
Marilyn & Luis Uranga
Ann Vasilik
Carol & Jay Verneuil
Nancy & Hank Young
Olivia & Gary Zahler
Margie Zavoico

Hosts for 2016-2017 Musical Feasts and Meet the Musicians

Beverly Briedis
Melinda Farr Brown
Virginia Erwin
Jane Eudy

Bolling Farmer
Betty Fox
Dick Hall
Yolanda Hall

Robin Harben
Beth Hunt
Lisa Kyle
Doris Loomis

Betsie Meyer
Ellen Nutter
Myra Ramsey
Victoria Remishofsky

Fran Sandfort
Cori Saraceni
Diane Sharp
Yvonne Smith

What a year we’ve had at the Asheville Symphonettes! 

This year has been a huge success and we had so much 

fun putting together an event that people look forward 

to all year. We had a lovely lunch and a time to give 

away some exciting door prizes. The Symphonettes 

seniors were the star of the fashion show and all of 

them looked stunning! All of the girls modeled Lilly 

Pulitzer clothing from Palm Village Asheville and each 

of their escorts modeled clothing from Brooks Brothers 

in Biltmore Village. Some of our lovely Symphonette 

mothers modeled beautiful clothes from Krista Anne’s 

in Black Mountain. Thank you to all of these businesses 

who made our fashion show an amazing success! This 

fashion show was one of the best we have ever had. 

The Symphonettes year is quickly coming to a close, 

but we would like to thank everyone who made this 

year possible and for supporting us in our endeavors 

each year!

Asheville Symphonettes 
by Sophie Parrish



The Asheville Symphony Orchestra is pleased to announce 
the six finalists for its music director position.

The finalists are Jacomo Bairos, Darko Butorac, Nicholas Hersh, 
Rei Hotoda, Jayce Ogren and Garry Walker (biographical 
information below). Each finalist will visit Asheville and will 
conduct a Masterworks concert in the 2017-18 season. 
Concert dates and programs will be announced this spring.

Current Asheville Symphony Music Director Daniel Meyer 
will conduct the remaining concerts in the 2016-17 season, 
as well as the 2017-18 season-opening concert and a New 
Year’s Eve concert, which will be his final concert as music 
director.

“The six finalists were selected from a pool of more than 370 
applicants for the music director position. This tremendous 
interest in our position is a real testament to the reputation 
that the Asheville Symphony has earned,” said Asheville 
Symphony Executive Director David Whitehill. “The quality 
and diversity of the candidate pool has given us the 
opportunity to find a music director who can continue to 
build on everything the orchestra has accomplished during 
Daniel’s tenure.” 

A committee of ASO board members, orchestra musicians, 
and community members began the selection process in 
spring of 2016 with the goal of having a new music director 
in place by the start of the 2018-19 season. The ASO expects 
to announce its new music director in May 2018.

“After months of reviewing applications for our music director 
position and many hours of thoughtful consideration, we 
feel we have the strongest possible group of finalists,” said 
Jack Anderson, Asheville Symphony board member and 
chair of the music director search committee. “We are now 
looking forward to getting to know the finalists in Asheville 
next season and introducing them to our patrons.”

There will be opportunities for the public to meet and greet 
each finalist, and the ASO will survey the audience at each 
concert to gather feedback.

The ASO announced in 2015 that Meyer would be ending 
his tenure. Meyer, who is in his 12th season with the ASO, 
was appointed in December 2004 and has guided the 
organization through a period of unmatched artistic 
growth. Meyer also serves as the music director of the Erie 
Philharmonic and Westmoreland Symphony, and is a sought-
after guest conductor in Europe and the United States.

New Maestros 
JACOMO BAIROS

Described as a “genuine talent” (Altanta Journal-Constitution) 
and having a “splendid sense of musicality”, (Knoxville Mercury) 
Portuguese-American Jacomo Bairos is currently the Amarillo 
Symphony’s music director and conductor, as well as 
co-founder and artistic director for Miami’s Nu Deco Ensemble.

DARKO BUTORAC
Praised by the Westdeutsche Zeitung for his “exceptional 
combination of passion, elegance and well timed pacing,” 
Maestro Darko Butorac has established himself as an exciting 
conductor in demand with orchestras both in Europe and 
the Americas. He currently serves as the music director of 
both the Tallahassee and Missoula symphony orchestras.

NICHOLAS HERSH
Nicholas Hersh currently serves as associate conductor of 
the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and artistic director of 
the Baltimore Symphony Youth Orchestras. Since joining the 
BSO as assistant conductor in 2014, he continues to make 
his mark on the mid-Atlantic region with exciting, innovative 
programming—notably as conductor and co-curator of the 
acclaimed BSO Pulse series, bringing together Indie bands 
and orchestral musicians in unique collaborations.

REI HOTODA
Rei Hotoda is currently serving as the associate conductor 
of the Utah Symphony Orchestra. She has appeared as 
guest conductor with the symphony orchestras of Chicago, 
St. Louis and Dallas, among many others. She is also an 
accomplished pianist. She has conducted from the piano 
the symphony orchestras of Dallas, Edmonton, and Utah.

JAYCE OGREN
Jayce Ogren was recently announced as artistic director 
of Orchestra 2001 in Philadelphia. Recent conducting 
highlights include Rossini’s La Cenerentola at the Music 
Academy of the West; an engagement with Ensemble 
Intercontemporain of Paris; subscription weeks with the 
Colorado, Edmonton and Victoria symphony orchestras, and 
Orchestra 2001; and Bernstein’s West Side Story with film for 
the Pittsburgh Symphony and the Dallas Symphony.

GARRY WALKER
Winner of the 1999 Leeds Conductor’s Competition, Scottish-
born Garry Walker studied conducting at the Royal Northern 
College of Music. He is artistic director of conducting at 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and becomes chief 
conductor of the Staatsorchester Rheinische Philharmonie 
Koblenz starting September 2017. He enjoys a close 
association with Red Note Ensemble, Scotland’s premiere 
contemporary music ensemble.
 

The Finalists



David & Linda Adams

Robert & Dana Bell

Sallie & Claude Broach

Steve & Linda Brown

Shelia Christofalos

Joel & Carole Cotter

Aileen & Gilbert Estra

Elizabeth Goodman

Peter & Sandi Heckman

Sam & Pam Hausfather

Roger & Sharon Eschenroeder

Dr. Judith Edelman 

Lynn Stanley & Stephen Fulghum

Rise Hershoran

Thomas Hoffmann 

Dr. Jon & Dawson Lawrie

Judy Lerwick

Dr. John & Mari Lucey

Sue Luther 

Paula Mature

Fred and Mary Ann McDougall

Kerney & Jane McNeil

Kirk & Kathleen Metcalf

William & Joyce Ossmann

Rose Rose

Elizabeth Roth

Dr. Paul & Susan Runnels

Linda Torres

Carl & Nancy Twigg

Rebecca Upton & John Arnst

Stephanie Valeche 

Gary & Linda Vorbeck

Richard & Melanie Wiener

Gregory & Marjorie Zack

It Was a Busy Quarter for Membership! 
by Karen Keeler Rogers, Membership Committee Chair

Seventeen Guild members recruited 34 new households 
during the March and April Membership Challenge. Though 
the Challenge resulted in fewer new households than we 
had hoped for, we are grateful to these dedicated members 
who put forth an outstanding effort on our behalf.  

Fifteen of the recruiters brought in from one to three new 
households each, but special kudos go to Pauline and David 
Fugazzotto who brought us eight new memberships. Thank 
you, Pauline and David! 

Each of the recruited households received two vouchers 
good for free seats at any ASO Masterworks concert next 
season. The 17 recruiters were entered into a drawing, held 
at the Guild’s annual luncheon on May 11. The prize was a 
$125 gift certificate for dinner at Curate.  Pauline and David 
Fugazzotto were the lucky winners. Congratulations!

Our thanks also go to the new Guild members, listed below, 
who joined us during the Membership Challenge. Please 
welcome them when you see them at concerts or Guild 
programs next season.

Dawson Lawrie, wife of Dr. Jon Lawrie, died on May 3. 
Dawson and Jon joined the Guild in April as part of the 2017 
Membership Challenge.  

James Brown, husband of Melissa Farr Brown, died in May.

Dorel Abbott, Carol McCollum’s mother, passed away in 
December, 2016. Dorel was a long-time member of the ASO 
Guild and a former member of the ASO Board. 

Cecil Cantrell, husband of Teresa Cantrell, died during the 
winter.

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to the family and friends of the following Guild members:

Guild Members Rise to the Challenge

In Memorium

Ushers for the May Youth Orchestras Concert at Diana Wortham Theatre



Asheville Symphony Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 2852
Asheville NC 28802

REMINDER : 
Please turn in your tickets if you are not 
going to be able to attend a performance 
— other people are waiting for them!

Please keep the Guild informed of your 
contact information. Send your changes to 
guild@ashevillesymphony.org.

Check us out! Latest news at  
www.ashevillesymphony.org/guild
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Guild & Symphony Events Calendar
AUGUSTJULYJUNE

7  WED

8  THU

13  TUE

Guild programs will be canceled only if the  
Asheville City Schools CLOSE due to the weather.

Musical Feast 
Cooking with Mars and Venus, 5:30 pm 

Behind the Notes with Chip Kaufmann 
Asbury Commons, Givens Estates, 4 pm

Behind the Notes with Chip Kaufmann 
Blue Ridge Room, Deerfield, 4pm

Behind the Notes with Chip Kaufmann  
Blue Ridge Room, Deerfield, 4 pm

Behind the Notes with Chip Kaufmann  
Asbury Commons, Givens Estates, 4 pm

11  TUE

13  THU

Behind the Notes with Chip Kaufmann 
Blue Ridge Room, Deerfield, 4 pm

Behind the Notes with Chip Kaufmann 
Asbury Commons, Givens Estates, 4 pm

Guild Potluck 
Governor’s Western Residence, 6 pm

8  TUE

  
10  TUE

23  WED


